
to    ËLi_i.=;r5Ë±ri;,jälcl    Licjm3entration.    íc3an`.p    by   mistakë    aiid    wëre    left     there
L=£vE:3ï`¥+i    days.     T+je   plz`'`i:ïë    was    so    cröwdËd   with    Jt3ws,    that    they    just
sïspt   cüi    the   ground   whFjre   ever    trie¥   c?ould.       This   was   Gne   cj.f    th£
idrgëst   and  b{jsíest   exterminatiGn   campg   in  Gerii.iany,      Not   onFy-Jewg
weï`e  *illed  here,   but  ai"  e..thër  undesirables   in  EurQpe  akcL     Every
mcürníïB    aH     inn`,ates    ÍïiuËÈt    watc'n     the    harigirigs    Gf     thQse    who    were
t3`uílty   of   breaking   one   c>f   the   many   camp   rules   the   precedirig   day.
This   wa.s   used   as   a   warning   to   abide   by   the   reg-ulations.       One   of
thís    grQup    was     accjused     of     breaking    a     rule     so     suffered     t`he
t.ïonseq-!iences.       The   real    reason   for   his   hanging   was   because   of   a
picture  he  hacl  paintëd  on  the  bac}k  of  his   flight   jacket.     Each   BH
cx"  wQüld   have   a   name   arid   üsually   a   drawing  on   the  nüse   of   their
éi.iï-iDlane.     Some  wQuld  eveii  have   this  painted  on   their   jackets.     The
name    of    thís    flyer's    plane    was    '.Murder    lnc3Grporatecl"    with    the
piGture  of   the  cross-bon§s  and   skull.   The   Germans  mad.g   a  big   íË;sue
rjf   +his   s{]   the   next   da.¥   the   hanging   ti3ok   plac;e.

Ä§  a  part   cif   the   Germa.n  prc!paganda  campaig.n   '*i'as  portra¥ing  all
_rü"3ríGaïi  f l¥e_r8  #  rjangsters  relËiasetl  froiï!  prisQrL   trained  and  sent
t(~i   `€ermany   as   boiïïber   €rews.       In    the  maii.y   cartoon5   we   seen   in   the
Ï\La-2i  newË;papeiïs   t..he  Amërican.s   w-ere  always  blac`K  or  with   long  noses.

'T'L,-ir        i^,L-=_---- L   ..  _|         J   .          .          +                -              - __ *   _     -_  `--_  J-      `--      r¥  +   l JLl      1  \JÁThey   replirted    that   hu_ndreds    Ïíere   prccessed    thrc)ugh
•.ïhaiiiber  c3nd   cjvën  daily5      The   fürnac:e  burned   day  and   night,.
gt,ËncE-i   rüf   death   hung   over   the   compc>und   c;onstantly.       They
p.ile!3   of    human   gcild    teeth    t,hat   were    knocked    c}ut   of    the
t__r

t-he     g-as
and   the
told   of

f ..,. _~    _.     í£+Q,.,[U„    t±l,1U     lt=CH     l,Ildl    Were     Knocj€eci    c>ut    of     the     corpses
befi=i"    ±Hirning.,     pile»5    cif    human    hair    and.    even    hurnan    skin    with
tattQc*    stretGh.eii    to    `-lry.        It    was    br€-jught    out    in    the    Nurmberg
+,rialg    that    the   wífe   cif   cine   Koiïmaridant   had    lig`ht    shades   made    of
t.hëse   skins+     Thís   st{Ïry  was   :5a   uníque,   that   it  was   read   tQ   all   of
us   i.Ènc?.e,r   th.e   same   tíg'nt   security   t'nat   was   used   with   our   daily   88€
new`s   reports.

T`ne  Germaï"  wi3uld  very  of teri  try  to  plant  one  üf   theirs  aiT,ongst
us.        +*Jhen    a   .r"   grQup   c}f    kríegies    would   arrive    [purge],    as   we
c:alled   it,.   t:n.ëy   would   send   an  Englis:n,  speakíng   German,   usuall¥   cne
who   had    lived    in   the    Sta_tes,    in   with    the   othgr   kriegieg.       Äs    1
menticined   beforeí    we  were   all    to   check   these  purges   and   identify
any  people   th.at   we  knew.     ¥his  would  clea.r  him  and  he   was   fogotteri.
Tht3se   L^Jho   w'ere   not    c:Jeared    by    this   method   w-ere   assigne{±    spec:ial
3_`rj{jr!is   wïiëre   he   wcjuld.   be   und€.r   Ëurvëilani=e   by   experts   until   he   was
c;lea'fed   {H    identified   as   a   goon   pJant.       One   c}f    these   plants   was
€,xceptiJ=2Ï-ially  c}bnoxiousr   £o  after  he  was  díscovered   to  be  a  gooii   in
krie¥ie     ci!#thirÈg,     .nË    was     placed      in     a     rorjm     full     c3f     sadistic
kríegies.      Ever¥   da¥   orie   £3f   ïhem   wLiulcl   pick_   a   fight    wíth   hím   and
+.r-jive   hím  `ü   gíJcjd   (Jld   f{?ï±hic}riecl   bea`tiïig,      Äfter   abc}ut   a  weËk   [?f    this,
:íii3   äisa=Lipeär£d   Qrdë   night.      Ä   faüj  days    later   he   returÈi£E'Í  dres!T5ed   ag
L3    EË`-rret.       He,   arid[   :riií`,    ex-raQmmates   hLaü]   a   bíg   iaü.ï;Íl`..       He   had    liveí3
ín.    i=he    Lïtatr-jg    fcir   man¥   ïv.ÏeE±rs    and   rËÈtuï`nË[j    t,3   Gërmärí¥    in    1937.

NËafl¥~    elv7eï_`y    S-ü`ri[j.c`3i.7    the    wcïmen    maii    c:ën3ors    wci.ilt,:l    give    üS    our
`á/È±ëkJL¥+     thrill.          Theií    wQulfJ_     i3ai`ade    arc`unLl.     the     ciutsid+3     fenc:e     in
•äïïJH`ir*   wï-igg-] ing   tt-!£3.jr  assetst   mtk:;h   t!=j  the  dëliË+£t   ijf   t-he  kriegies
Tt     i`^ï'.as     si,irË`=|sifig    hc)w    nm¥     bun:*t     ï`a`ts    wS-üld    dec:ií:iáe     t-o    wal:'{     thË
iiëf itiï=ÏiLï=;¥    foï-exeTf::ic3€.    :rjí3t    t:1!?i-ií'.       Th`ey   ïijQui{=t   aï}ever    f.{a¥   ari¥thing-tQ
i.if,     t=jr     e~\f-=3i-i      ii``-F3:¥.     i;r`.:     t3ui^     direí`jtic"      büt     ít     ït;ïra.S     ä     bti€Jst     fo=f     f3Ur
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•iï!ciíféjlt-_`£          .Ïh€á     £3`f3f=iris     prcï±ja:tjl¥     c:cíÈ-isideretÉ     it     ë`!`g      t.c;=-tuï.ï?     fcjr     us,      i=!ï-

t-:n.€.y    `+.jc3uir.lri  '  t     l.`3a.`\.JS    a.11C)WËli     it.

T.hí-?.=r.-e    ifj   &   rat_her   £|müsing    ínc=irJent    that    coïiies    tcj   mincl   i3f   whën
wi3     we=-[È     Lïtiil     with     the     Br.`iti.5h     in     thË:{     Nfjrtl-[     Í={=impound.          Ii-i     c3ne
::=`uilí:lirü±`   t.he}.-e   t^,'as   a   j_arge   tio.ïe   3.n    the   sub-flcjcjr    th-at   pï`ëve}iáted   us
frcnit   rJis¥i£-jsing   sand   here.      Ä   sadistif=   type   Aiiissie,   drilled   a   smali
ï`,ule   Í3lightl¥   off-ge,t    frü`m   t}ië   large`   hc31e`       Whenëver    it   was   known
thí.3.``L   a   fërret.  was;  under   the  buílding   this   kriegie   wcmld  sít   beside
Lbe   hGlf§   rúïith   a`    larcj`e   woc3den   Ïfiallet   c:ocked   and   ready.      After   man¥
tir.ing   liotirs   cïf   this,   his   patienc:e   firially   paid   c,ff .      Suddenly   up
:{.}[ipped    an     íniïuisitíve     f inger`    thr{3ugh     t.he    hQ].er         DiJwn    cai-rie     the
mallet   and   a   shrie.k   was   heard   fr.3m  under   thë   floQr.      Ä   ferret   was
sciën   running   toward   t}ie   gate,   hoiding  hi.s   haii_d   sriortly   afterwarcl.
Nc)   rp.i3risals   were   ta,`ken,    lr}ut    the.   c3ci:up{ants   Qf   that    rorlm   receivsd
iiiaïi¥   k.illing.1ciok5   frrjm   a   ferret   wítït.   a   banii£aged   hand.

`    Tti`e.    as>.Ías;sínaticm     a`ttempt     {=jn    Hitler     in     the    sunmer     of     1944
8.b.jays   r}uzz,1£d    me.        ÄCLiording    tr=;    the    Nazi    newsparlersr     the    bomb
±xrjlcif3.e{J  right   beside  Hitler,   injuring  aïi_d  kiliing  all   the  {jff icers
in   t,ïie   rc>Li}Ïi„      .In   the.   !5a.T.!.e   =Liaper-a  .±ay   or   two   ,later  were  pic'tures   of
ï+iLtlËr  visíting   the   ïg!jundëéi   irt,   the  hagpital.      They-wE:re  wrapped   in
b,3n-=l£tgës   tí].1.    the.¥   reÈ3embled  müimTties.,    yet  Hit.ler  Ï.Üas   not   wearing   as
mi~ÜT,ílri   as   a.   bandaíd.       I   al'Jéíays    t.hfjught   he   was   pc}ssíbly   kiiled   and   a
í'.`i.{=7i`iiblí-±  was   usË±il   therafteï+     Älwa¥s   beffjre   thís   inciLient,Hitlgr   gave
€:hri£k_ing,     ipïsane     speeche`s     Qn     a    ï`eg-ular     basisí     afterward    hïs
siïee.c?hi3s   ¥we.üL`s   delívered   by   Ge,ebbels^       Ver¥   c;ciinc;i!±ental.
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Ch'ÄPTEÏÈ   V
ËVAcrJATION;    ¥HE   ËIG   MARCH   AND   MOOSBURG
[Ja`n,    291945    to   April    261945]

Ät    aböüt    8:00    pm   on    January    29,     1945±     I    was    seat,ed    in    the
inside   latrine   that   tfïas   next    to   the   frcint   dorjr   of   the   bloc:k.      A
gocm   guard   poked  hís   head   in   t,he   door   ap.d   shouted   trl   be   read¥   to
leave   thg   carrip    in   {]Íie   hour.       I   took   off   down   the   hall    líke   Pa`ul
Bevëre    spre;ading    the    alarm.        We    were    not     taken    c:ompletel¥    b¥
surprise,   aË  we   knew  the.   Ëastern  FrQnt   was  approaching.     Fer   about
t:iree:  da¥s  we  had  heafcJ   the  artillery   firing  and   steadily  gettíng
nearer.     We   knew  that   Ëiomething  would   happen  or   the  Russians   would
liberate  us.     The   gurïs  were   so  near   that  night,   that   it   sounded   as
thQugh   they   wc)uld   be   at   the   camp   by  m.orning.      They   probabiy   would
have   overtaken    u£Ë    in    the    next    day   or    twof    but    upon    reaching   a
siËable  river   six  miles   east   of   the  camp,    they  decided   to  stop   and
re9raup .

The  cämrj  remained  relativily  €alm  as  we  prepared  for  i±epaï-turet
The  weat+ieT   was  not   at   ail   accomcidating,   as   there  wa§   abc]ut  a   foot
of    snc^w   t?c}ve¥'ing    the    g±.+oünd,    a.nd    sta_rtirÈg    to    snow   and    blcwï    si]m[e
n`.icire.        The    tëmrjeraturË    was    well    below    freezincj    and    apprc)ac;hing`
bliË¥.:3rd   `=ïonliitirjri!5.         Mcjst   of   us   ha`d   made  makeshift   patJks.      I   ha_ii
ct.it   up   m.y   £;urí--tan   par!ts    that    1   was   Ëhot   dc>wn    in   tG   fa„shion   a   gïc!rt
c.f    pack.         Siii.r!S.1{ríegiïE3s    had    maiie    Eimalj.     slëds    that    did.   work    c}ut
i=irett:ï   gt3od_.        Wë    i3iv-i:=Ïü£d   tii¥:    i=jur    fcjod,     roile.d   up    c;ur   blaiiketg    and
w£re   rëËÏL£;l¥    t€.`   go    in_   t.he   8`llotted   hrjur.       A   fe.#   .krj.egíe,s   ele€t.[eci   to
hi{:le         out     in     +,he     Ëj:e{=ret     roc!m    berieath     the     theatËr.         Wha.tever
híAppE!Èied    i:{`-j    t`h€ríL    .[    `drjn't    kriow.       HQpefuil-F    they   were    set    freË    by
t.he    a{3vaÈ-ic;írig   _Ri+.issian   Ärm¥.

.Äjter   t+ie   wa=r`.   at    the   Nurmbërg   Trials   Gf   War   €riminals,    it   Was
disíjlcised   tïiat   Hitïer   had   g-íven   the   orders   tci   exec?ute   all    of    the
Í=apturst    air     crews.         Goerriríg,     so    thë     5tc>r¥    went.,     being     the
LuftwfÁïff€3   FTL5ihrer,     c:anc;ëlled    the    íjï`der   and    issued    the    evacuation
order. .

Ä*i   we   lÈ3f t   the   c;amp   e,äc;h   man  was    issüed  a   F`ei.i   Crc3ss   parcel   arid
+.c}id   ít   -was   to   last   uïïtíi,   who   knows?        About   síx   teams   c>f   horses
pullinc.ï   ïjvag-Qns   loadei3   wíth   bread.,    led   our   Golumn,   aniï   broke   trail
thrc!uí3-h    the    si-iöwr    as    we    embarked    on   what    7#ag    tci    be    a    four    day
ordeal   É)f   migËï-y   and   s-üffering.

Thë   South    Compciund   Ïw'as    the    f irst    ciüt    cif    the   gate+,     ther+    thë
West,.   ft]ll{:}wed  by   the  Brítish   c:c>mpounds.     Waikirüg   four   abreast,    the
cc}lu3ï!n  wa!'5   st.ï.`ung  í)ij.t   for   riëarly   two  miJ`es.      Th.ere  was   a.pproximatly
fi=!Lir   thQUË!and.   kriËgíes   altcHÈ`ether.       The   guärds   wer3   strung   c3üt   at
pret+.¥   iorig  j.nterv`al,c3   aïi`i{   carr¥ing  very   laï`ge  p`ackEí.      Ï   nf=2ticgd   Í_3rm
in   partic:uL3r    iü¢-hcj   `w-a.s    very    srr`.ai.i.    arid   rul[1.        He    ü,,'as   riaving    ti-oubl±=
ï¥£ËL`pí  ri.Lä`    üË!    Ï,4f:r]`i=3ii     `,tJfí     firïst     St8.ft`sd.


